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The major emphasis of the course is to continue to practice basic language skills with the state and district-required High Point course.  We study language and critical thinking skills with media, short stories, poetry, biographies and composition writing.
Course Syllabus

	Representative California Standards
	Unit
	Essential Learnings

	Describe what a character is like by detailing what he does in a story or dialogue.  Use simple sentences.
Ask simple questions.
Restate question as topic sentences. 

	Unit  1

Description
	Build vocabulary.
Fill out mind maps.

Improve grammar and punctuation.

Write a personal description.



	Identify key details and concepts.  Respond verbally and in graphic form.
Read simple paragraphs and passages

independently.

Analyze  problem and solution. 


	Unit  2

Personal Expression

And Narration
	Make a flow chart.
Explain a group activity in narrative form.

Explain how problems are solved in narratives and stories.

	Understand comparison and contrast.

Practice persuasion.
Predict future possibilities. 


	Unit  3

Persuasion
	Make comparisons.

 Formulate predictions.
Write a persuasive essay.



	Explain a problem.
Develop details regarding a problem.

Write a call to action. 
	Unit 4

Exposition 
	Write a persuasive and expository essay of three paragraphs which develops a problem and gives a call to action.
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Grading.  In order to pass ESL 2A, students must demonstrate mastery of the mandated course of study shown in Unit Tests, writing projects, and language tests.  Pass is a C or better.  There is no D grade.

The final exam is the Unit 4 test, and a grade of 70% is necessary.

Grades above C are based on a point system, with 90% being A etc.  Points are based on homework, quiz grades, Selection Test grades, and other teacher-directed materials. 

	A =
	90
	—
	100

	B =
	80
	—
	90

	C =
	70
	—
	80

	D =
	
	
	

	F =
	Under 70%
	
	


School Policies..  Students must  be in class daily and on time.  Students are expected to bring necessary learning materials (notebooks, pens, paper, etc.), and any assigned textbooks to class each day.  There is homework, but not every night.  Student cannot get A or B without doing homework.  Behavior problems with result in (1) Phone call home in Spanish by teacher;  (2) referral to discipline dean; and eventually (3) Parent conference at school with teacher and counselor..
Required textbooks. Texts are High Point texts and workbooks level 2A.
Student Materials.  Pens, pencils, erasers, sharpeners, and notebook paper are necessary.
Homework.  Homework is given occasionally.  It is about 30-60 minutes of work.
How to help your child succeed.  Tutoring is available in the Sylmar School Library or after school and on Saturdays.  Please feel free to contact the instructor  if you have any questions  in Room 4, between 10: and 11:19.  Or you may call the ESL counselor.
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